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NOTES ON THE COLEOPTERAOF NORTH-WESTERN
VICTORIA.
Part VIII.

By J. C. Goudii:.

(Read before (he Field Nafuralisis' Chib of Victoria, \ 2th April, 1920.)

5CARAB/eiD/E {continued).

SuB-F.AMii V CETONIDES.

2574. Chlorohapta {Schizoryhina) frontalis, Don.

2583. TricJkutlax (Schizorrhina) philipsii, Schricb.

2601. Diaphonia {Hemichnoodcs) mniszcchii, Jans.

2605. Mctallcsihcs metallcsccns. White.

2606. Pseudoclithria {Mctallesthcs) ruficornis, Wcstw.

The Cctonidcs arc a favourite group with collectors, some

of them being amongst the most beautiful of Australian beetles.

Mr. Lea has published a fine monograph dealing with the group.

Writing of C. frontalis he says :

—
" This common and widely

distributed species is the most variable of all the Australian

Cetonides." It is black, with green and yellow markings on

the elytra and prothorax. It breeds in hollow trees, emerging

in the perfect state in January.

T. philipsii. about the same size as the preceding (seven-

eighths of an inch), is a much rarer species. My single speci-

men, taken on the blossoms of a grey box tree, has the })ro-

thorax and scutcUum dark red. The five ridges on the elytra

are shining black, the grooves between clothed with short

greyish hairs.

D. mniszcchii is a fine large beetle, up to ij inches in length,

of a pale straw colour, with a large dark trapeziform mark on

the prothorax. Mr. Lea remarks :
--" The male of this fine

species (which occurs from the Mallee districts of Victoria to

the coast of Western Australia as far north as (ieraldton) may
be readily distinguished from all tlie Australian Cetonides by

the dense clothing of the i)\gidium and under surface and by

the deep impression occupying the greater portion of the

abdomen." About twelve years ago this species appeared in

fair numbers, feeding on the mallee lilossom. but lias not been

seen since.

M. metallcsccns is black, with a metallic gl<jss. and is about

three-quarters of an inch long. 1 once saw a number of these;

beetles flying round the tops of a clump of the " Sand-hill
"

or " Scrub " Pine, Callilris verrucosa, 'i'hey were- being iliasrd

and captured by several of the large and jxiwerful " Roblx r

Flies," Phellus glaiicns, but in every instance after being caught

and examined the beetles were released and flew away
apparently unhurt.

P. nificornis i> a smaller and rare species. The iiead and
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prothorax black, with a metallic gloss ; the elytra piceous,

with a bronzy metallic tint. My specimens were taken on
low scrub.

BUPRESTIDyC.
The beauty of form and colour of the Buprcstidct is well known,

and excites the admiration of all. Naturally, collectors of

coleoptera are particularly keen* on them, and cheerfully face

the discomforts of the hottest day in the bush in the hope of

adding to the collection. They are essentially beetles of the

summer, occurring mostly during the months, of November,
December, and January. In this district many of the species

frequent the tops of the mallee scrub when the latter is in

blossom, and are captured by carefully bending down the

slender tops with the aid of a long hooked stick and shaking

them into an expanded umbrella. Low bushes and shrubs.

such as acacias) &c., are also favoured by them, and some
species are only to be found on a particular species of shrub.

The wood-boring larvae —elongate, somewhat flattened grubs,

having the thoracic segments greatly enlarged —tunnel in the

roots, stems, and branches of various trees and shrubs.

In IQ16 Mr. H. J. Carter, of Sydney, the well-known
authority on Buprestidae, contributed a paper to the Royal
Society of South Australia, entitled " Revision of the Genus
Stigmodera, and Descriptions of Some New Species of

Buprestida;."* In this valuable memoir, which should be in

the hands of every student of the group, the author tabulates

no less than 318 species of Stigmodera, and this after 204 names
have been sunk as synonyms !

In compiling the list of local species I have included all the

synonyms as given by Mr. Carter, and have followed his

arrangement of the species of Stigmodera under the sub-genera
Themognatha and Castiarina, none of the typical Stigmoderas
of Kerremans being found in this region. The nurnbers given
are those of Masters's " Catalogue."

2623. Diadoxus erythrurus, White.
2624. D. scalaris, L. and G.

These common and handsomely marked species appear to

breed exclusively in the Murray pine.

Aslraus irregularis, V. de Poll.

An extremely rare species, about three-quarters of an inch

long. The head and prothorax are dull i)urple, with yellow
spots ; the elytra yellow, with bluish markings, forming a
curious intricate pattern. It was described by Van de Poll

from a imique specimen in his collection. One of my speci-

*" Transactions of the Royal Society of South .Vustralia," vol. xl.,

1916.
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mens was taken (at Birchij)) in its tunnrl ni a l)i"anch of the
" hull-oak," Castiorina Luclumiuni. Two others were taken oil

the foliage of the same tree at (ireen I,ak(\ near Sea Lake,

25/1/16.

A . major, Blackl).

This also is a beetle rarely nu'l with. It is about tiie same
length but more robust than irregularis, \.\\v prothorax black

or bluisii. the elytra yellow, with three broad transverse blue

bands, and a small red spot at the a]Hx of each elytron.

Taken on malice foliage in October.

Biihaslcs, sp.

One species at least of this tine genus occurs here, but, owing

to the similarity of the sjiecies to each other, it is difficult to

identify them. The head and ample prothorax are blue, the

ribbed elytra coppery, without markings. It is nearly an inch

in length, and is found on malice slioots in I'^ebruary.

Sln'goptera aiislralis, Blackb.

A handsome beetle measuring about an inch, with prothorax

and under parts purple and the ribbed elytra dark green.

Twent\- \ears ago it used to occur in considerable numbers in

the Birchip district, appearing about the middle of January,

when it would be found in the mornings clinging to tlu^ wheat
stubble, low malice shoots, &c. At that time 1 ^ciit many
specimens to Mr. C. I'rench, 1<".L.S., whose collection of

Iduprestida.' (now in the National Museum) is one of the finest

in Australia.

2()yi. Melnhasis cuprcuvittata, Snd. villi'^cra, Thorns.

.1/. graliosissinia, Thoms.
2hHi. M. nervosa, Boisd. (?)

2689. M. se.xplaiiiata, L. and d.

2b()i. M. splcndida, Don.
These are small species, .1/. ciiprcovitlata , a little oxer halt

an inch, being the largest, i)ut tliey are very handsome, the

rich combination of brilliant metallic tints being very striking.

They are found on acacias and other small shrubs, and on
eucalypt blossoms. M. splcndida is fairly common, but is only

taken on the Turpentine, or Rosin-bush, Beycria viscosa (?), in

this district.

A nilara platcssa. Thoms.

A . itniformis, Kerr.

Very small, dull-coloured species, olten found .iniongst dry
leaves.

2704. Ncocitris aspcripennis, l-'airm.

2707. A^. dichrua, Fairm.

2 705. A', disco flava, Fairm.
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These small and rare beetles are seldom taken in the open,
most of my specimens having been cut out of the wood of a
tree locally known as the " dogwood." In early November
this tree is covered with a profusion of beautiful white blossoms,
on which insects of many kinds come to feed.

2718. Ciiris aurifcra, L. and G.

2^2^. C. corusca, Waterh.
2730. C. viridicyanea, Fairm.

The species of Curis arc much sought after by collectors on
account of their beauty and scarcity. C. aiirifera, about half

an inch long, is blue and gold ; C. corusca, a larger species, is

brilliant metallic green, with coppery reflections ; and C. viridi-

cyanea has the prothorax blue, the elytra of a vivid deep green.
I have taken it on tht; foliage of the Ouondong, Fiisaiiiis

acitmiiiatiis, in November.

2738. J nlodimor pJia hakewellii, White.
A fine species, one of the giants of the group, measuring

2^ inches in length. The head is green, prothora.x red, the
deeply-pitted and ribbed elytra yellow. I have never met
with it in the district, but Mr. H. W. Davey, F.E.S., informed
me that he had seen specimens from Lake Tyrrell.

Genus STIGMODERA.
" Sub-genus B.

—

Themognatha : elytra striate, tarsal hooks
lobed or toothed at base."

2838. Thcnw^natha (Stigmodcra) heros, Gehin.
This is another of out largest species, some examples l)eing

2;^ inches long by an inch broad. It varies from light to dark
reddish-brown, with strong costai on the elytra ; the under
side is dull metallic bronzy-green. Some seasons they appear
in considerable numbers, then for two or three years none will

be seen. It is a fine sight to see perhaps a score of these big
beetles soaring majestically around, the loud, musical hum of
their wings being audible at a distance of 50 yards. They are
often killed by a large blue " robber fly," Phellus glaucits,

which catches them on the wing, and drives its dagger-like
prol)oscis deep into the soft integument between the prothorax
and elytra. It then flies easily with its load, which is much
heavier than itself, to the nearest post or tree, and proceeds to
suck its victim dry.

2889. T. parryi, Hope, fusca, Snd., parvicollis, Snd., major,
Waterh., picea, Kerr.

This is a much rarer beetle than hcros. It is met witli on
low bushes in cultivation {)addocks. Fresh specimens have
considerable pubescence about the head and prothorax. It is

an inch and a half in length, and of a dark brown rolotu".
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2811. /. do)iovani, L. and G., juiisoni, bud.

A specimen of this is from the Murray, near Euston. It has

the prothorax bronzy-green, with the margins yellow : elytra

yellow, becoming red near apex.

2970. T vitticollis, Macl., delta, Thoms., fallaciusn, Kerr.

Also from the last-named locality. This species is reddish-

yellow : the centre of prothorax has a vertical black stripe.

The rather broadly rounded apex of elytra is black, and there

is a narrow black transverse bar about apical third.

2828. T. fortnumi, Hope.

A fine, showy species, extremely rare locally. A specimen

was taken at Birchip over twenty years ago by Mr. U. Goudie.

It was flying amongst a grove of bull -oak trees ; it measures

il inches in length, and is yellow, with the disc of prothorax

and three broad bands on the elytra dark i)lu(\ While splitting

posts and rails, &.C., from the bull-oak timber 1 have found

many insects, such as Longicorncs, Buprestids, larvs of wood
moths, &c., but searched in vain ior fortnumi. In several cases,

however, the workings or tunnels of some large larva were

traced, but these ended in the large oval exit-hole through

which the beetle had previously emerged.

Sub-genus C.

—

C.\sti.\rin"a : elytra striate-punctatc, tarsal liooks

simple.

2945. r. Icstacca, Snd.

2874. C. moribiinda, Snd., dispar, Blackb. (?)

2820. C. ftava, Snd., flavescens, Thorns., fJaviditln, Kerr.

These are small beetles half .111 inch or h'ss in h-ngth ;

morihiindd has the prothorax and under jjarts l)right green,

elytra reddish-yellow.

2766. ('. hinuiciilaia, Snd., fiiinclivcnlris, Snd., f^iitlaiu, lihukl).,

var. —(i) minor, Blackb., (2) ignea, Blackb.

An extremely variable species, both in size and coloui-. It

varies from less than half an inch to nearly an inch in length.

The prothorax may l)e either briglit green, bronzy, or coppery,

while the elytra vary from pah' yellow witiuiut markings (these

have the bright green prothora.x) to brigJU red, witii strong

black, blue, or green markings.

287O. C. viusldamajor, Thoms., gihhosa, Macl.

2826. C. flavosignata, Macl.. var.

28ir>. ('. clongatulu, Macl.

2804. ('. de.coiliiKiciildld. Kirbw iiia-i/iia/is, Kerr.

2969. C. vittata, Snd.

The last three named are fairly ronmion species, Ining lound

on flowering shrul)s on while s;ind-liill>. They are narrow and
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elongate. The other two are rare. .\11 are small —halt an
inch or less.

2882. C. auricollis, L. and G., var. ochreiventris, Snd., s/rigald,

Macl.

A rare l^eetle. My specimen has the prothorax dark
purplish-blue, elytra light yellow, with the apex and six spots
(two of which are on the suture) blue. In the typical examples
I believe the spots are "replaced by transverse bands, but all

that I have seen from this district were marked with spots, as
described above. Taken on grey box blossom in December.

2825. C. fiavopicta, Bois., bicolor, L. and G., colorata, Hope.
2935- C. simitlata, L. and G., helence, Hope, var. phryne, Thoms.,

var. lais, Thoms., var. triramosa, Thoms., distin-

gttenda, Thoms., fraterna, Kerr.

This prettily-marked and variable species with the heavy
burden of names is found on the " broom" tea-tree in the white
sand-hill country.

2849. C. jekelli, Snd.

Very similar to some forms of bimaculata, but " apices of

elytra with minute excision, not bispinose."

2831. C. gihhicollis, Snd., fascigera, Kerr.

This red and black species used to be fairly common in the
Birchip district, but I have never taken it except on the
" dogwood " blossom.

2867. C. marginicollis, Snd.

A fine and rare beetle. It is about | of an inch in Ungth ;

dark yellow, with wide black transverse bars.

2911. C. robusta, Snd.

> About the same size as preceding. It has the prothorax
blue, elytra bright red —in some with apex and two sutural
spots blue, in others with transverse blue bands.

C. pisciformis, Carter, Tr. Roy. Soc. S. Aust., vol. xl.,

1916, page 125, PI. X., fig. 20.

Very similar in general appearance to T. thomsuni, Init the
black markings not so broad, also " differs from the latter

besides markings? in less sinuate and more attenuated form,
and its flat and distinctly punctate elytral intervals."

('. cara, Black (?), placens, Kerr.

1 have two specimens which probably represent this species.

They are yellow, with black transverse bands and bronzy
prothorax, and measure about ^* of an inch.

2775. C. cnsteinandi, Snd., thomsoniana , Masters, laportei, Kerr.

A stud\ ill brilliant red and liluc In some specimens the
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transverse markings are green instead of blue. It is I of an
inch long. One of the finest of Mallec beetles.

C. signata, Kerr.

A small yellow and black species, fairly common in some
seasons on the mallee blossom. " May hv a variety of

distingncnda, Snd."

C. cretnita, Blackb., var.

This is a pretty yellow and blue species, slightly over iialf

an inch in length. The prothorax has narrow yellow margins

2981. Merimna (Chrysobothris) atrata^ L. and (r.

A common and widely spread species, known in many places

as the " fire-beetle," from a curious penchant it has for the

vicinity of fires. A burning tree or log is a favourite place on

which to settle, and it will even fly indoors to the fireplace.

It is entirely black, with slightly ribbed elytra, and measures

up to i-j- inches.

Ethon.

Two species of this genus (unidcntUied) occur in the Sea

Lake district.

3012. Cisseis nubeculosa, Germ. (?)

The species of Cisseis are pretty little beetles, found usually

on wattle scrub.

3026. Paracephala pistacina, Hope.
This is a small species, less than 4 of an inch. It is metallic

])r()n/e-coloured, and was found abundantly on grass-stalks.

(jcrmarica lillipidana, Thoms.
As its name indicates, this is a very small beetle, measuring

only 2 mm. It is generally (if not exclusively) taken on the

foliage of the ("asuarinas.

3028. Agriiits luislralasiiv, L. and (i.

A narrow, coppery-brown species, about
i|

of an incli in length,

having whitish pubescence on the under side.

BoROM.N I'iN.NATA. —In Novcmbcr, 1917, Mr. V. R. H. St.

John obtained from Labertouche a supply of Borunin pinnala,

Smith, when in flower, from which he distilled a small quantity

of oil. This was submitted to Mr. lly. G. Smith, F.C.S., ol the

Technological Museum, Sydney, who has recently published in

the " Proc. Roy. Soc. Vict." (vol. xxxii., n.s., p. 14) th(> result

ol his examination of the oil. This shows that al^out 70 per

cent, of tlie oil consists of Itlemicin, a somewhat rare jilant

product, hitiierto ioimd only in a Manila plant, Canariiim com-

mune, L., belonging to the order Jiuiscraci'ie, an order far

removed from the Rutacea-, to which the Boronia belongs, in

the usual arrangement of botanical sprrirs.


